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Albereda, wife to Ralph earl of Bayeux, and which was long
held against the dukes of Normandy by Hugh, bishop of
Bayeux, and brother to John archbishop of Rouen. Men say
that the countess aforesaid caused the castle to be built by
the architect Lanfred, whom she created Master of the Works
after the building of the tower of Pithiviers, a man whose
'skill was praised far beyond that of all other artificers of his
time in France. Then, when Lanfred had completed this
castle of Ivry with much labour and at great cost, she caused
him to be beheaded lest he should build another equal to it
elsewhere. The countess herself, in the end, was slain by her
own husband on account of this same castle, because she had
striven to keep him from it
4       LINCOLN CATHEDRAL
Metrical Life of St Hugh^ eel Dimock, 1860, pp. 32 ff. abbreviated.
About 1190 A.D. St Hugh set the master-mason Geoffrey de Noiers at
work on the rebuilding of his cathedral of Lincoln.
With wondrous art he built the fabric of the Cathedral;
whereunto he supplied not only his own wealth, and the
labours of his servants, but even the sweat of his own brow;
for he oftentimes bore the hod-load of hewn stone or of binding
lime. In this structure, the art equals the precious materials; for
the vault may be compared to a bird stretching out her broad
wings to fly; planted on its firm columns, it soars to the clouds.
On the other hand, the work is supported by precious columns
"of swarthy stone1, not confined to one sole colour, nor loose of
pore, but flecked with glittering stars and close-set in all its
grain, This stone disdains to be tamed with steel until it have
first been subdued by art; for its surface must first be softened
by long grinding with sand, and its hardness is relaxed with
strong vinegar. Moreover, it may suspend the mind in doubt
whether it be jasper or marble; it is dull indeed for jasper,
yet, for marble, of a most noble nature. Of this are formed
those slender columns which stand round the great piers, even
as a bevy of maidens stand marshalled for a dance.
1 Le. Purbeck marble.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